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Passport FAQs 

 
The whole passport process scares me and I have so many questions. Where do I go? 
 
There is no need to get stressed out!  Here is an amazing website link that will answer any question that you could probably think 
of with regards to your specific passport needs. So, relax and start finding your answers: 

https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/passports.html. 
 
Frequently asked questions related to passports: https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/passports/FAQs.html 
 

When should I get my passport? 

 
Sooner is always better than later with passports!  To be safe at least 6-8 weeks before your date of departure. 
 
More detail on processing times: https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/passports/information/processing-times.html 
 

More detail on passports: https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/passports/first-time.html 
 
More frequently asked questions related to passports: https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/passports/FAQs.html 
 
 

How long does it take to get a passport? 
 
To be safe, 6-8 weeks. 
 
More detail on processing times: https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/passports/information/processing-times.html 

 
More detail on passports: https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/passports/first-time.html 
 
More frequently asked questions related to passports: https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/passports/FAQs.html 
 

  
Can I expedite my passport processing time? 
 
Yes you can. Depending on how you do it, it can shorten the processing time to 3 weeks, or even up to 8 business days. Remember 
that a steep fee will be applicable, so rather try to avoid this by applying early. 

 
See this link for more detail on expediting services: 
https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/passports/services/expedited.html 
 
You can also get more info here: http://www.us-passport-service-guide.com/can-i-expedite-a-passport-application-after-

submitting-a-standard-renewal-application.html 
 

When is it time to renew my passport? 
 
Your passport should be valid for 6 months after your date of return. It is important not to assume that your passport is sti ll valid, 

but to actually find it and double check.  
 
More info on passport renewals: https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/passports/renew.html 
 

How do I get a passport? 
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This is usually the process, but your circumstances might be different (see the link below for more detail): Get passport form D-11 
from your local post office, fill it out and get all the required documentation ready. Get a passport photo taken (available at 
Walmart or certain pharmacies). Take your completed form, documentation and passport photo in person back to the post office.  

 
More detail on passports: https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/passports/first-time.html 
 
More frequently asked questions related to passports: https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/passports/FAQs.html 
 

Who pays for my passport, and how much will it cost? 
 
You are responsible for your own passport cost, as well as for any other related costs like for instance passport photos, 
photocopies and so forth. The entire process is usually $150 to $180, depending on your situation. 
 

For up to date costs: https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/passports/information/fees.html 
 

Can I track my passport process online? 
 
Yes, you can! Usually you can do this within 7-10 business days after applying. 

 
How to track my passport: https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/passports/information/application-status.html 
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